Monetary valuation of soil ecosystem services and creation of initiatives to invest in soil health: setting
a framework for the inclusion of soil health in business and in the policy making process.
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Objective

As an addition to the economic assessment
of the uptake of soil health management
practices on Swiss arable farms a bench-
marking app was developed. The objective
of the application was to enable farmers
to visualise the results of the survey and
anonomously compare their answers

to those of similar farmers. Additionally,
through the app we shared additional
resources so that farmers could access
already available information leaflettes
and resources available on the topic of
soil health.

Recommendations

Result

At the end of the survey campaign, 2'714
farmers completed our survey and of those,
2'001 requested the possibility to view the
results of the survey and benchmark their
performance. The app development took
approximately 3 months and was shared
with all farmers requesting access on

11th June 2024. Between mid-June and
mid-August 2024 the app had been used
for approximately 430 hours. The app was
also presented to the Swiss Federal Office
of Agriculture. The app recieved very good
feedback from both the Farmers and Fe-
deral Office.

Benchmarking applications could prove to be a useful tool for self-motivating farmers to
uptake, increase and improve the sustainability of their farming practices. Additionally, they
provide a very convenient way to give back useful information to farmers who participate
in research programmes, that enable them to make better decisions on their farms.
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